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Regional

Jazz trumpet requires passion and practice
Jazz and the trumpet have an intimate
relationship. Look no further than the
works of Louis Armstrong, Miles Davis,
Dizzy Gillespie and Art Farmer to understand the love affair between musician
and instrument.
The department of music at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville just
hired a new faculty member who teaches trumpet for jazz. His name is Garrett
Schmidt. Born in Maryville, Ill., he
obtained his bachelor ’s degree in music
from Eastern Illinois University and
a master ’s, also in music, from the
University of Rochester in New York.
Like so many musicians, his entry into
music started early in life.
“That would have been in the fourth
grade, I believe,” he said. “I think that
back then the trumpet might have been
too heavy for me. I was pretty tiny.” Before
that he was playing a lighter instrument,
the guitar. His interest in trumpet began
almost by accident.
“My oldest brother had a trumpet,
which is the instrument he started on. I
think it was maybe just convenience for
my parents,” Schmidt said. “Maybe we
had an extra instrument lying around
so I just started with trumpet. And then
I ended up taking my brother ’s nice
trumpet when he graduated from high
school. I was playing on a coronet that
had a bell that was kind of shaped like
a taco. So when my older brother Chris
graduated, I took the good one. I have it
up in my office right now.” His interest
in jazz, however, was much more by
choice.
“In the classical world so many people
have done it in so many ways it would
just be me trying to imitate someone
instead of trying to create my own voice,
or song, or solo,” he explained. “I’m trying to do my own thing instead of trying
to steal from everyone else. Maybe steal is
a hard word, but that is what I am trying
to do, create instead of mimic.”
His decision to become a teacher was
also very deliberate. “I always wanted to
be a teacher,” Schmidt said. “I think my
high school band teacher kind of planted
that seed in my head where I can both
enjoy music as a career and enjoy teaching
people every day. Giving back is some-

SCIENCE
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When the sphere is touched, it causes a person’s hair to stand on end.
“My Poppa likes science and stuff,”
Stone added. “He has this big telescope that he looks up at the stars
with – and he made his own.”
Stone said that with the guidance
of her Poppa and her father, David,
who she pointed out is “a rocket
scientist at Boeing,” she was able to
build the Van De Graaff Generator
after numerous revisions and lots of
trial and error. The result was a
“Best of Show” placing at the Cassens
Elementary Science Fair last year
while she was in fifth grade.
Gina Law, Cassens fourth grade
teacher and science fair coordinator,
said that she was pleased with the
amount of talented Cassens students that explore areas of STEM
for the science fair and that every
year she is impressed by the projects
that the students make. “Audrey
Stone brought a project that was the
hit of the science fair. Her Van de
Graaff Generator, built from scrap,
was mesmerizing to all of the participants and visitors,” Law said.
“She patiently demonstrated and
discussed how it worked, and why
she decided to build it.”
Stone’s placing at Cassens then
qualified her to compete at SIUE’s
Science and Engineering Challenge
designed for fifth through 12th
grade students. “Audrey displayed
her enthusiasm for science and engineering through the entire project
and we were excited for her to go
to the next step at SIUE, where she
would be among the youngest to
compete,” Law added.
Stone received a second place ribbon at the SIUE event, but it was
the email stating that she had been
named a semifinalist for the 2014
Broadcom MASTERS that was really
special. She had been selected as one
of 300 semi-finalists from over 6,000
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Professor Garrett Schmidt.
thing that is very important, and kind of
shaping the next generation of musicians
is a really nice thought anyway. So I am
just happy to a part of that here.”
Schmidt said that he believes that the
old classification of studio performers
versus those who perform live really no
longer exists. Musicians today, he added,
have to be very versatile.
“I think it is just that you are a musician and you have to be able to function
in the studio – and you have to be able to

students nominated from across the
country. And although Stone wasn’t
selected as one of the 30 Broadcom
MASTERS finalists, her semi-finalist
status resulted in her project being
in the top 10 percent of all science
fair projects in SSP.
The award package Stone won
included a Certificate of Recognition,
a Broadcom MASTERS semifinalist ribbon, a Broadcom MASTERS
drawstring backpack, a family digital subscription to “Science News”
magazine and a one year subscription to Mathematica+ software courtesy of Wolfram Research. In addition, Gina Law will receive a set
of Sally Ride Career Books for her
classroom.
“Hearing her accomplishments at
SIUE and beyond has generated a
buzz in our building,” Law said.
“She is a great role model for future
students who dare to dream about
a project and persevere through trials and tribulations to achieve their
goals.”
Cassens Elementary School
Principal Martha Richey commented that everyone at Cassens was
very proud of Stone’s accomplishments in the development of an outstanding science fair project. “I am
sure she also inspired other students
to follow her lead in finding an area
of science to investigate,” Richey
said. “We look forward to following
Audrey in upcoming science fairs.”
What exactly does Stone have
planned for this year’s science project? She explained that she’s been
learning to play the guitar since
the age of 9 and is currently taking
guitar lessons. In fact, this budding
scientist who loves to watch science
videos in her free time, also enjoys
singing, dancing, performance
arts, playing the flute and her latest endeavor – playing the guitar.
Having a definite interest in the
guitar which coincidentally is something her Poppa has an interest in
too, Stone hopes to incorporate her
love of guitar into this year’s science
project. “I’m hoping I can make my
own guitar from scratch,” she said.

function live,” he said. You have to read
well, perform it perfectly the first time,
but you also have to be able to communicate in the live setting, as well. I think all
well-rounded musicians would probably
agree with that.”
For him, successful music students must
have a strong understanding of music theory first and foremost. They need to know
how chords work and how they function
in a particular setting. They also have to
be good listeners.

“The best students are sponges,” he
said. “If you can gain something from
every recording that you listen to, that is
great. Otherwise you really just have to
put the time in.” He said he feels fortunate to have good students with strong
work ethics, who are willing to wake up
before classes start and warm up before 8
a.m. music theory class. “They have got to
work hard and think about trumpeting in
as many ways possible. Not so much this
is the only way to do it. There are a thou-

sand ways to do it. So you need to have an
open mind and work hard.”
One of the classes he teaches is on
improvisation, and, unlike the subject
matter, there is nothing improvised when
it comes to teaching it.
“You can just sit down at the piano and
improvise,” he said. “Whether it is good
or not, I guess that is another thing. But
improvising is something that is learned,
not just done immediately.”
Right now Schmidt is working on some
Clark Terry transcriptions. Terry is an
American swing and bebop trumpeter, a
pioneer of the flugelhorn in jazz.
“He is a St. Louis guy, a trumpet player,
and he is amazing. But that is how you
learn,” Schmidt added. “You find out
what the masters were doing and then
you sit there with your pencil and find out
what note and how it works here, how it
works there. It is kind of knit picky, but
once you get the fundamental idea down
it really starts to open up some possibilities and then you can just work from
there.”
It is arduous labor, he added. “You do it
in all twelve keys for a long time and then
you kind of forget about it, but then it will
come out sometime when you are playing.
And I may realize that that was what I
learned from Clark Terry a few months
ago. It is a process.” Schmidt is currently
finishing a tune for a concert jazz band,
but also has bigger plans.
“I would like to have my first record
come out soon,” he said. “I think I have
some good tunes that could be recorded
to have my first solo CD, Garret Schmidt
quintet or sextet or something like that.
So hopefully that will be coming out soon.
That would be nice.”
Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville. His show,
“Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be
reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.

The Rep to host "A Kid Like Jake"
For the Intelligencer
The Repertory Theatre of St. Louis opens the
2014-2015 Studio Theatre series with "A Kid
Like Jake" by Daniel Pearle and directed by
Seth Gordon. This moving production will be
performed in the Emerson Studio Theatre of
the Loretto-Hilton center for the Performing
Arts, 130 Edgar Road (on the campus of
Webster University), Webster Groves, October
29-November 16, 2014.
Curtain times are Tuesday at 7 pm;
Wednesday—Friday at 8 pm; Saturday matinees at 5 pm; selected Saturday nights at 9
pm; Sunday matinees at 2 pm; and Sunday
evenings at 7 pm.
Tickets are now available for purchase.
Ticket prices are $42 (previews), $50 (weeknights, Saturdays at 9 pm and Sundays) and
$65 (Fridays at 8 pm and Saturdays at 5 pm).
To purchase, visit The Rep Box Office, located
inside the Loretto-Hilton Center, charge by

phone by calling (314) 968-4925 or visit The
Rep’s Online Box Office at http://www.repstl.
org.
Alexandra and Greg are stressed. Test
scores, campus visits and entrance interviews
for their son Jake are almost too much for the
young family to handle. Especially since this
prep isn’t for college applications, it’s all part
of the nerve-wracking process of winning a
place in one of Manhattan’s exclusive kindergarten programs. Four-year-old Jake’s intelligence and imagination have him in the running for a top school, but when the focus turns
to his imagination and affection for dress-up,
acceptance takes on a whole new meaning.
The cast of "A Kid Like Jake" at The Rep
is Alex Hanna (Other Desert Cities) as Greg,
Susan Pellegrino (Offshore Signals) as Judy,
Jacqueline Thompson as the nurse and Leigh
Williams as Alexandra.
The Rep’s production of "A Kid Like Jake"
is directed by Rep Associate Artistic Director
Seth Gordon.

“It’s a privilege to introduce this play to our
community now, just as trans-gender issues
are becoming such a strong part of the national conversation,” said Gordon. “A whole new
generation of parents is emerging with new
tools for helping their children realize their
greatest potential. This play presents parents
who are doing their best to confront this issue
in a way that will make the story new and
familiar at the same time, to anyone who is
a parent, or anyone who was raised by one.”
The creative staff also includes Gianni
Downs, set designer; Lou Bird, costume
designer; John Wylie, lighting designer; Rusty
Wandall, sound designer; and Shannon B.
Sturgis, stage manager.
For additional information about The Rep’s
production of "A Kid Like Jake" including a
guide introducing the characters, plot and
background on the play, photos related to the
production; and more, visit The Rep’s comprehensive public website at http://www.
repstl.org.

Project
donation
A representative of Scott
Credit Union presents
Arianna Johnson and
Brooke Whiteford with a
check that will be donated
to the Wounded Warrior
Project. The girls, students
a Columbus Elementary
School also received
donations from Cassens,
Edwardsville Dairy Queen
and their classmates and
teachers. The girls were
inspired to make Rainbow
Loom bracelets last school
year and sell them to
raise money for Wounded
Warriors. When local business owners heard about
the girls' selfless act, they
jumped on board to help
them raise additional funds.
For the Intelligencer.

VALLOW
Continued from Page 1
Visitors are encouraged to bring toys, treats, and other supplies. Customers
who bring donations will receive $100 off a Mohawk Smart Strand carpet
purchase over $1,000.
The store will also donate a percentage of Mohawk Smart Strand sales to
the Humane Society.
Employees at Vallow have been busy cutting and binding several boneshaped rugs for the silent auction. The rugs can be used for food and water
dishes or doormats. Chem Dry Cleaning will be donating a basket for the
auction, as well as demonstrating carpet cleaning by cleaning the carpet in
the dog pen.
Sales Associate Meghann Treat is organizing the event. She said that from
dealing with customers, “we know there are a lot of pet friendly people here.“
Renken agreed. “We hope to present the Humane Society with a pretty big
check,” he said.
The store will be open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Oct. 18, which the fundraising events taking place between 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Customers will be eligible
for the discount with donation from Oct. 17 to 31, and Vallow will continue to
donate a percentage of Mohawk sales to the Humane Society during that time.

BAKERY
Continued from Page 1
“We especially need decorators,” Christina Hohn
said. She said that fall and winter were their busiest
season last year.
The shop was known for its cheesecakes before
the Hohns bought it, and they continue to make
them. They supply cheesecakes for several restaurants, including Wang Gang and Joe’s in town, as
well as some restaurants in St. Louis. They average
about 100 cheesecakes per month.
In addition to cheesecakes, cookies are another
big seller. “We’ve had a lot of doughnut customers switch to cookies,” Christian Hohn said. They
cookies are big and soft, almost a cross between a

cookie and a muffin. People often buy a platter to
bring into their jobs instead of taking in doughnuts,
Rob Hohn said. “They’re really good with a cup of
coffee,” he added.
Both Hohns said that they like the social aspect
of the business. They have regular customers that
they have gotten to know over the year. “Half the
time, I know their order before they tell me,” Rob
Hohn said. They also said they see regular shifts of
customers each morning. “First, we get the outdoor
workers like Rob,” Christian Hohn said. “They
come in for breakfast and coffee.” Then they see an
older crowd, and finally parents with pre-school
kids.
The bakery sells coffee and drinks as well as
baked goods. “We would love to have tables, but
we don’t have room,” Christina Hohn said. Also,
the bathrooms are through the kitchen, which
would not pass city code, she said. “A lot of custom-

ers will sit on the sidewalk outside on nice days,”
she said.
The Hohns donate leftover baked goods to
several local agencies, including the Main Street
Community Center, Immanuel Lutheran Church,
and a group at SIUE that takes food to East St.
Louis. If for some reason, no one picks up the leftovers, they take them to a local police or fire station.
In addition to their loyal customers, the Hohns
say they are grateful to the Edwardsville business
community for embracing them since they opened.
“We send people to the other bakeries in town if
we can’t fill an order, and they do the same for us,”
Christina Hohn said.
Both Christina and Rob Hohn said that they love
their new business, despite the work. “The year has
flown by,” said Rob Hohn.
A Little Taste of Heaven is located at 219
Hillsboro Ave., in Edwardsville.

